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AN ADDRESS, 



Most Reverend and Right Reverend Fathers, 

In this " day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blas- 
phemy," it devolves upon you in particular to " walk 
about Zion, and go round about her, and to tell the 
towers thereof, to mark well her bulwarks, to con- 
sider her palaces, that ye may tell it to the gene- 
ration following" — and therefore it may be supposed 
that no suggestions offered for your consideration, 
if they have the slightest impress of right reason, 
will be met with contempt or indifference. I am, 
indeed, fearful lest every attempt to invade your 
Lordships' thoughts will find them pre-occnpied by 
those loud, and in some respect senseless, clamours 
which are raised throughout the land about Church 
Temporalities; for sovociferousarethe demands made 
upon your attention in this respect, from quarters 
not a little to be suspected, and often to be dis- 
regarded altogether, that your Lordships have been 
in danger of losing sight of the real merils of the 
question of a reform in the Church. The people of 
England are looking with the deepest, and on that 



account the less noisy, anxiety for something of a 
reform which lies beneath the surface of a more 
equal distribution of Church property; they have 
no objections to let the prattling waters run over the 
deep and full-toned stream of their real feelings, 
because they have some hopes that the clamours of 
those who cannot enter into their religious views 
may nevertheless contribute to accomplish what 
they so much desire; and, my Lords, without 
going round about, I will tell you at once what they 
are anxiously waiting to see : — it is, whether all 
these commissions and discussion, and argument and 
nonsense, will ultimately tend to establish among 
them a "popular Christianity," or not; whether 
they are still to he hopelessly saddled with that 
species of men and doctrine — that negative kind of 
Gospel, which has, for the last century and more, 
been so effectual in emptying our Churches, and 
erecting dissenting chapels ; in short, whether they 
are likely to make any progress in ensuring for 
themselves and their children a supply of serious 
evangelical men in the Church, or they are to go 
on in the old frame-workof a rusty orthodoxy, where 
not a warm emotion is ever excited in the breast, or 
a glow of enthusiastic but generous feeling ever ani- 
mates the countenance. To the question of the 
internal discipline of the Church, therefore, my 
liOrds, I now venture to call your attention, — I, 
who am but a youth of a ruddy countenance, com- 
pared with the air of venerable wisdom which 



"(love-like sits brooding" over your Right Reverend 
bench, — I, who neither have, nor ever had, nor 
perhaps ever shall have, one silver penny from 
Chnrch emoluments; but, at the same time, who 
look on her prosperity and stability with as much 
anxiety as any one of your Lordships, on whom she 
h;is showered her visible favours. But think not, 
my Lords, that I write as a disappointed man — I 
am beyond the reach of church patronage. It can, 
however, be of no consequence to your Lordships 
ivho suggests, if the suggestions be found sound 
and practicable ; and, as T write with only one 
motive, I will take all the precautions I can to 
bring your Lordships into that situation with 
regard to myself — where you shall hear a voice but 
see no man : by their own merit shall these obser- 
vations stand or fall ; they shall not have the weight 
of a name, although that name would not weigh more 
than the twentieth part of one poor scruple : and, 
in order that your Lordships may see at once the 
object of this address, and so save yourselves the 
trouble of reading it if you please, I will set down 
the five points to which I purpose confining- my 
observations: — 

1. The Election of Bishops, their office and legis- 

lative capacity, and how they should have 
coadjutors. 

2. The Education and Fitness of the Clergy, 
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Patronage, and the manner in which it has nil 

been thrown into one Theological scale. 
The dne administration of the Sacraments, 

especially with reference to Baptism- 
Visiting Preachers desirable to be appointed in 
each Diocese. 

Election of Bis/iops, ^c. 



The power of choosing a successor to a vacant 
diocese is vested in the Dean and Chapter of the 
Cathedral. This was originally a provision made in 
the 2(jth of Henry VIII. c. 20, to check the inter- 
ference of the Bishop of Rome, the spiritual 
authority being thus as it were ti-ansferred from the 
Pope to the Dean and Chapter : but the same act 
of parliament declares that if the electors choose 
any other person than the individual recommended 
to them by the King, or shall not confirm, invest, 
and consecrate, with all due circumstances, every 
person as shall be so elected, nominated, or pre- 
sented within twenty days, then every Dean and 
particular person of the Chapter, &c. shall incur the 
dangers, and pains, and penalties, of the statntes 
of provision and praemunire made in the 25th of 
Edward III. and the lOth of Richard II. The 
statute to be enforced in such a case is as follows : — 



" TIjey, (the parties so offendrng) their notaries, 
procurators, counsellors, &c. shall be put out of the 
King's protection, and their lands and tenements, 
goods and chattels, forfeit to our Lord the King, 
and that they be attached by their bodies and 
brought before the King and his Council," &c. 
Now the case as it stands, since the repeal of the 
Corporation and Test Acts in 1828, and the Roman 
Catholic Relief Bill in 18.20, is this:— The offices of 
the Crown are thrown open to men of all religions, 
from the Roman Catholic to the avowed Socinian 
and the Deist ; we will say, supposing them all to be 
sincere men, from Mr. O'Conncll to Lords Holland 
and Lansdowne, ajid Mr. Joseph Hume. The 
Ministers, and not the King, appoint the Bishops : 
suppose, therefore, that a sincere and zealous Roman 
Catholic, or a Socinian, should be anxious to pro- 
mote his peculiar views of religion, he sends to the 
Dean and Chapter his mandate to elect such a 
Bishop, and if they refuse they incur the penalties 
set forth in the acts of parliament above quoted. 
TherecanbenosecurityfortheChurch, in sucha state 
of things, except in the indifference of the Minister of 
State to any particular form of religion — a security 
which I for one by no means underrate ; but yet 
the glaring inconsistency of the law as it stands 
calls loudly for a revisal at least; for your Lord- 
ships know well enough that there are even now 
upon your Right Reverend Bench more than one 
Bishop believed by a large portion of the Clergy to 
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be tainted with the Sociniaii heresy, and there is no 
reason why there should not soon be another, who 
would not only join the Roman Catholic Hierarchy 
in framing elementary books of theology, but join 
the Priesthood in diffusing the doctrines of Peter 
Dens, in a soil so rapidly preparing. Tliere is, in- 
deed, nothing in Peter Dens more appalling than 
the case of a Dean or any member of a Chapter who 
should conscientiously refuse to sanction the ap- 
pointment of a Socinian Bishop or a Roman Catho- 
lic nominee; for would not that person be subject 
to as hard penalties for his conscientious non-com- 
pliance as any that are threatened against heretics 
in ttie Theology of Peter Dens ? Your Lordships, 
then, should get this evil remedied, as the first step 
towards something more effectual. Either let the 
Dean and Chapter elect the Bishop, or else let tliem 
not be mocked by a conge d'elire. It may be said 
that this is a mere form, and not worth talking 
about. Such forms in temporal matters and ordinary 
legislation may be attended with little practical 
evil, but your Lordships will confess that in things 
so sacred every man at least should speak truth with 
his neighbour, and it is not speaking truth, to say 
to an ecclesiastical body, choose and elect a 
Bishop, but if your choice and election do not alight 
upon the individual I point out, the severest punish- 
ments alight upon you. Look, also, my Lords 
Bishops, at the solemn mockery. The Dean and 
Chapter say, " after mature aud serious consideration 



ha.d between ourselves concerning a fit person i 
that behalf to be elected, we did at length agree to 
give our vole for you, &c. ;" prayers to Almighty 
God before all things being humbly offered up! Is 
this the way to convince a people of our religious 
honesty ? I do not see how two members of this 
sacred body, after using such language as this, and 
knowing the penalties which attend any other, can, 
any more than Cicero's two augurs, look one 
another in the face without laughing, unless they 
have a deeper sense of the value and nature of 
prayer than Deans and Chapters in general ai*e 
wont to have, and then their laughter would be 
turned into mourning. 

The Bishops being -elected they have a twofold 
duty — in their spiritual and legislative capacity ; of 
the latter I intend to say but little. 

The question "by what title do Bishops sit in 
Parliament" began to be debated in 1 640, and all the 
argnments on both sides were at that time ex- 
hausted ; " but the question," says Rapin, " was the 
more difficult, as it had never been determined by 
what right the Bishops sate in Parliament:" nor do 
I know that it has ever yet been determined. The 
Bishops, like the lay Ix)rds, were at first the re- 
presentatives of the people as well as of themselves 
and the Clergy, but when the Commons were in- 
troduced, the popular representation by the Lords 
was of course superseded. The Parliament, it was 
alleged, consists of three estates, of which the 
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Clergy is one : hence it was inferred, in the time of 
King- Charles, that to exclude from the Parliament 
one of the estates would be to subvert the constitu- 
tion of Government. If ever the question, however, 
comes to be seriously argued, your Lordships will 
not find it the least debateable ground if you at- 
tempt to defend your right and title to sit in Par- 
liament as representatives of the Clergy. The 
Clergy, ever since the year lfiG5, have been repre- 
sented in the Commons like the rest of Freeholders ; 
for wlien the Convocation gave up the privilege of 
taxing themselves, the inferior Clergy obtained in 
lieu of that privilege a right to vote for Members 
of Parliament; a right they did not previously pos- 
sess. The mitred abbots sat in Parliament on ac- 
count of their baronies, but when the monasteries 
were abolished by Henry VIII, those abbots had 
nothing more to represent, and they lost their seats 
in Parliament; but your Lordships still possess your 
baronies, and upon the ground of being created 
Peers for life, with revenues of a baronial tenure, as 
well as for ecclesiastical purpases, you may safely 
argue ; to your legal arguments you may add that 
of the expediency and reasonableness of the Clergy 
having proper representatives in the House of 
Lords, especially since the new constitution of the 
Commons; and the question after all will resolve 
itself into this, whether there shall be a union of 
Church and State or not. 

But the great argument employed against your 



Lordships' legislative capacity (for 1 do not reg-ard 
the outcry about spiritual men interiering in mat- 
ters of state policy), is that you neglect your dio- 
ceses, and leave spiritual things for temporal. I do not 
believe your dioceses are neglected by your absence, 
but they are not duly and faithfully administered ; 
your Lordships cannot know the real state of your 
Clergy, nor can you become acquainted in six months 
of the year with the state of the parishes : you want 
some help, and which, at the same time, might be an 
answer to every valid objection. This would be ac- 
complished if every Bishop had a suffragan or coad- 
jutor ; and your Lordships know well that this is in 
perfect accordance with Episcopal Church govern- 
ment. The Vicars Apostolic in England have 
generally coadjutors, and in these things we take 
the Church of Rome as our authority, or at least as 
our model. The suffragan Bishop should be always 
resident in the diocese — inspecting, preaching, ex- 
horting, confirming; when the Bishop is engaged 
in his parliamentary duties there would be no in- 
terruption to that personal intercourse which should 
ever be carried on between the Clergy and their 
spiritual heads. The suffragan should be appointed 
in the same manner as the Bishop, with an under- 
standing that he should eventually succeed to the 
Bishopric. A person so circumstanced would be 
satisfied with a very moderate emolument, to which 
the Bishop, as he would be relieved from the weight 
of his spiritual duties, could have no objection to 
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contribute. A very triflings tax upon the livings of 
the diocese would make up the rest. He might, 
also, unite the office of examiner of candidates for 
holy orders. 1 cannot see what possible objection 
your Lordships can have to this obviously useful 
measure. I shall now leave it, with all the details 
which will easily sugg^est themselves for carrying it 
into effect, to your consideration. 



Tlie Education and Fitness of the Clergy. 

But it will not suffice to have better regulations for 
the episcopal office, unless also the inferior clergy, the 
priests and deacons, be brought up to the fulness of 
the stature of our Church Establishment. Our ec- 
clesiastical polity is as a frame-work in which the 
picture is to be set, but if the picture have lost its 
beauty of what use is the frame ? And this natu- 
rally introduces the question of the education and 
fitness of the Clergy. It is certain that if our 
newly -ordained clergy were brought into the arena 
of controversy with the young Roman Catholic 
priesthood, on the subject of ecclesiastical history, 
the writings of the Fathers, &c., they would fail ; 
and they would equally fail before the dissenting 
minister of the same standing in knowledge of the 
doctrines which distinguish the reformed churches. 
Your Lordships should take a newly -ordained 
curate at random) with his University education. 
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and I would take a Romish priest, or a Dissenting^ 
minister, and the curate would be beat in nine 
cases out of ten, in fair argument and eloqnence, 
by them both, on their respective grounds. Your 
Lordships may recollect that in the month of March, 
1834, an address was presented to the Most Reve- 
rend and Right Reverend Fathers in God, the 
Archbishops and Bishops, respectfully soliciting' 
their attention to " the education of persons de- 
signed for the ministry of the Church." This 
address was signed at once by ninety-four persons, 
chiefly clergymen of the highest respectability. It 
is true the name of Lord Morpeth is at the head of 
it, which might justly create some suspicious in th 
minds of your Lordships as to what could be the 
real object of it ; but then, on the other band, there 
are so many other names which cannot be supposed 
to aim at the subversion of our ecclesiastical institu- 
tions; and the sentiments conveyed in tliat address 
are sucb as to call forth the warmest approbation of 
every friend of the Church. The subscribers to the 
address respectfully implore your Lordships to take 
measures to anticiiiate a demand which is daily 
growing stronger, and to prevent the evil conse- 
quences that may arise from disregarding it. They 
urge in particular the necessity of an appropriate 
knowledge, which may prepare the Clergy, from 
their first entrance into the ministry, to be well- 
instructed religious teachers of the people. Without 
depreciating the species of learning taught in the 
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Universities, they appeal to the necessity of the 
timers, which rail for more than an ordinary share 
of theological learning'. And believe me, Right 
Reverend Fathers, it is not merely a knowledge of 
Paley's Evidences of Christianity, nor the Elements 
of Theology to be read in the two volumes of 
Tomline,^ — no, nor the critical notes appended to 
an improved edition of the New Testament, — but 
it is a knowledge of the scheme of Salvationj as re- 
vealed in the Scriptures — an intimate acquaintance 
with the old and new covenants, as developed in 
the writings of the Holy Apostles ; in short, a com- 
prehensive view of the Gospel dispensation, joined 
to devotedness of heart, — the whole visibly displayed 
in the life and conversation. But this cannot be 
ascertained by a College testimonial, which only 
means that the graduate has been very guarded in 
his profligacy ; nor can it be known by an half 
hour's examination in your episcopal palaces. 
Eighteen months have elapsed since the address 
was laid before your Lordships, and you have taken 
no notice of it. Whatever you may have said or 
thought as individuals, you have never made it a 
subject of deliberation in an ecclesias-tical assembly. 
But in this, as in many other things, you will let 
the unhallowed laymen, or the irreligious House of 
Commons, take it out of your hands; for already 
the statesmen and politicians do every thing in our 
Church but ordain ministers. 

My Lords, I can scarcely restrain my indignation 
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when T see the Belshazzars of our day laying hold 
of the sacred vessels of the House of God to use in 
their own impious feasts of politics. I speak not of, 
nor do I care for, the temporalities ; but they will 
not allow the man of God to minister quietly about 
holy things, without tainting them with the breath 
of profaneness. They must needs desecrate Bishop- 
rics, and say to the pious servants of the Lord, 
begone, and preach no more here ! They must needs 
talk of altering the Liturgy, and boast of what " we 
will do" in the things of the Altar! I shall never for- 
get the severely true observations made by Dr. Doyle, 
in answer to the Bishopof Exeter's speech on the Irish 
Temporalities Bill : — " Why, you add, not make a 
similar reduction in the ranks of the Catholic 
Bishops ? My answer to your Lordship's interroga- 
tory will be brief and simple. The reason is, the 
Catholic Bishops are at your defiance * * * * We 
are not weeds that may be planted or plucked up 
at pleasure; we are not those corporate functiona- 
ries whose titles depend upon a royal patent, whom 
' a breath can make, as a breath has made,' and 
who may be conveniently laid aside, like any other 
municipal officers, by the same power by which 
they were created." What a triumph, my Lords* 
and what a satire upon your Apostolic authority ! 
Well, but the fitness of the Clergy : what would 
I have your Lordships to do? You have said that 
you will ordain no man henceforth who has passed 
the age of thirty years : you have said you will 
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ordain no more literati, but only those who have 
graduated at some University j and you are very 
strict concerning titles. Why not also say, which 
would he much more wise (with all due deference 
to your Lordships' judgment) than the thirty years' 
scheme, you will ordain no man who has not at- 
tended, for at least twelve months, to the exclusive 
study of theology ; who has not given some proof 
ofbistitness for the work whereunto he is to be 
called ? The time in the University might be 
shortened, or you might have men appointed to 
take charge of those who are intended for the 
Church, and put restrictions upon their testimo- 
nials, and, by a variety of means, take heed that the 
persons presented unto you be persons meet for 
their learning and godly conversation. And eveu 
this should not be all ; for the man who trusts that 
he is inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost, should 
not be allowed to answer lightly ; but he should 
be strictly asked concerning that inward moving, 
which, I fear, would be touching a chord too de- 
licate for many of your Lordships to handle. Per- 
haps over this branch of fitness no man has the 
power to decide ; but over the outward preparation, 
which would often either lead the way to, or reveal 
the defect of, the inward, your Lordships have the 
entire control. The medical student, after he has 
passed his Uni versity career, walks the Hospitals, and 
carries his credentials to that effect, before he can 
be admitted to the practice of bis profession. The 
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aspiring Barrister must keep his terms at the Tem- 
pie, before he is called to the Bar : even the young 
military officer is now called upoa to exhibit some- 
thing* of a peculiar fitness ; hut the Church sits so- 
litary in this respect, and is " become as a widow." 
" Among all her lovers she hath none to comfort 
her ; all her friends have dealt treacherously with- 
her, ihty are become her enemies" — whoever will 
be a watchman, may ; providing he can get a title, 
which, in many cases, is given for a premium of a 
year or two gratuitous services ; hence it is that 
your Lordships are surrounded by so many dumb 
dogs that cannot bark ; and hence it is that a dis- 
senting minister comes with the overflowing heart, 
and the overpowering influence of speech, and 
fairly drives the drivelling academician out of the 
hearing of the people. My Lords, give your Clergy 
a theological education, and make them preachers. 



§ 3. 

Patronage, and the manner in which it has all been 
thrown into one Theological Scale. 



But of all the important subjects for the consi- 
deration of your Lordships, as well as for the con- 
sideration of our Statesmen, if ever we had any 
who " cared for these things," is that of the right 
exercise of Church patronage; and perhaps I am 
about to address your Lordships on that subject in 
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a manner somewhat different to what might be 
expected. It is easy to put an end to this question 
by saying at once. Oh, yes! we will give our pa- 
tronage to men of merit ; we will seek out for the 
most deserving working Curates; only the man 
who has given proof that he will do his duty, shall 
be promoted in our dioceses. The Minister of State 
may assume the same language, and who can say 
any thing against these fair-sounding resolutions? 
My Lords, you are not to he informed that there 
are two classes of Clergymen in the Church, dis- 
tinguished respectively by the terms Evangelical 
and Orthodox : you may lament, if you please, that 
such terms of distinction should be used ; and so 
may the statesman lament the distinction of Whig 
and Tory : but as long as men can convey their 
meaning in a word, which otherwise would require 
much explanation, they will always do it, and ex- 
perience sufficiently has taught us what the French 
call " la puissance des mots." Words are the 
levers of revolutions. Your Lordships know at 
once whom I mean by the Evangelical Clergy. You 
know I mean those who, until very lately, were con- 
sidered to be the dangerous portion of our Clergy; 
dangerous because it was thought, and is still so 
thought hy many of your Lordships, that they only 
prepare their audiences for the dissenters; that they 
have very low and inadequate notions of Church 
authority ; that they, treating the Sacrament of Bap- 
tism as a mere consecration of the infant, preach 
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another regeneration, and make every tbing to 
consist in faith. So alarmed was the venerable 
Lord Eldon at these men and their " puritanical 
preaching," that he was never known willingly to 
give a living to a Clergyman of that description. 
His Lordship's zeal went so far as to ascertain the 
real sentiments of individual Curates, and mark 
their names in his catalogue of candidates with an 
O. or a P., Orthodox or Puritan, and of course a 
Puritan applied in vain for a Chancellor's living, 
espeeially if the application was supported by a 
parish petition. But, my Lords, this was not 
confined to the Lord High Chancellor of Eng- 
land ; from Lord Liverpool down to the lowest 
member of the Cabinet, with the exception, per- 
haps, of Lord Sidmouth, there was a general frown 
upon those Evangelical Clergy. The example was 
not lost upon your Lordships; it has seldom hap- 
pened that you have taken what you are pleased to 
call a Low Churchman by the hand. If he has 
presumed to call in question the doctrine of bap- 
tismal regeneration, or talked too freely upon the 
doctrines of grace, or the operation of the Holy 
Spirit, your Lordships have generally looked coldly 
upon his raethodistical tendencies; but you are de- 
lighted with an orthodox dignitary, like the Rev. 
Sydney Smith. If two or three of your episcopal 
order have begun to appreciate and put forward 
men of the " serious" class, I do not know that 
they have enjoyed the more of your Lordships' lofty 



consideration on that account, but areratber thoug'lit 
to be men of weakish intellect, (like my Lords of 
Winchester, and of Litchfield and Coventry;) and may 
sometimes be rather freely spoken of by some of your 
Lordships' mostorthodox chaplains, A new thing was 
done in the land when the Prime Minister of England 
lately gave a living in London to the Rev, Thomas 
Dale. The Evangelical Clergy (I call them by that 
name, my Lords, merely for the sake of distinction) 
hailed that act as the dawn of better things— as a pre- 
sage that the congregations were now about to have 
at least a share of that kind of preaching they so 
heartily desire. The Minister of State has hitherto 
withheld the boon from them, merely because they 
have showed so much anxiety about it, going upon 
the principle that whatever the people call for in that 
way must be wrong. The Bishops have withheld 
the boon of Evangelical Preaching, because they 
feared the inroads of dissenters ; for whatever goes 
beyond the Liturgy and the weekly sermon, savours 
of dissent. Private patrons have followed faithfully 
in the train of orthodoxy, because their protegees 
BO often took Holy Orders for the sake of keeping 
a good living in the family, and few of them have 
happened to be in a " serious" way. And thus it 
isj my Lords, that patronage has almost all been 
thrown into one theological scale ; it is tfrus (to use 
the words of the eloquent Dr. Chalmers) " that the 
main force of their patronage" is " directed to one 
kind of theology, and that may be the very theology 
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which unpeoples the establishment of its hearei's." 
And if it had not been for some private patrons who 
have laid the subject to heart in a more vital point 
of view than your Lordships ; if it had not been for 
some private societies fostered and encouraged by 
the Wilberforces, the Rodens, the Simeons, the 
Macauleys, &c, whereby some of the Church patro- 
nage has been rescued and distributed to men of 
God, we should at this moment have had an esta- 
blishment nearly unpeopled of its hearers. The dry 
preacher of a rigid orthodoxy would have been 
standing up with a well-trimmed cushion before 
him, and a few respectable " church-goers" in 
well-lined pews, but the meeting-houses of dissen- 
ters would have been in still greater abundance : 
for, your Lordships may see that not only have those 
" Method istical Clergy" occupied many of the pul- 
pits by the favour of a gratuitous patronage, but they 
have so forced on the other set of Clergy, that now, 
if they wish to be heard at all, they must preach 
something like a luminous Gospel, if even they bor- 
row the light. We are neither indebted to States- 
men nor to Bishops, saving the presence of your 
Lordships, for the strong hold which our Establish- 
ment now has upon the minds of the people, but 
to the increased proportion of evangelical preaching 
— a kind of preaching which has now, God be 
thanked ! found its way to the Court itself, and 
brightened the very prospects of England. 

The greatest evil that can befal a parish where 
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the people have been raised to the tone of evange- 
lical preaching, is, if their minister be removed, to 
have his place supplied by another, who is a total 
stranger to that particular view of the Gospel, and, 
consequently, an utter stranger to the wants and 
feelings of his new flock. How can he enter into 
their spiritual condition, or understand the reason 
why he sees them gradually leaving his Church, 
and seeking for the well-known food in some distant 
parish church, or, if that is not to be found within 
reach, in the dissenters' meeting-house? The cry 
will be raised, no doubt, that the predecessor had 
only prepared the people for the Wesleyans, or the 
Independents : the cause of the evil will be laid at 
the door of the godly man, whose face is seen no 
more among the sorrowing parishioners: but may 
not the cause, my Lords, be rather laid at the door 
of the patron, who so far neglected the theological 
view of the case as never to give a mument's con- 
sideration to what the people desired ? Then arise 
angry feelings and discussions on the part of the ortho- 
dox few, because " the new clergyman does all in his 
power to conciliate his hearers j he is so exemplary 
in his conduct, and so constant in his parochial 
labour; not even the charge of seeking worldly 
amusements can be laid against him, so careful is 
he of giving offence," The reason of his unpopula- 
rity, certainly undeserved, lies beneath all this : his 
enlightened hearers [jerceive at one glance that his 
mind is not imbued with the same warmth of feel- 
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ing', nor the same view of the Gospel, which ani- 
mated his predecpssor. But is not a case like 
this worth your Lordships' consideration? Ought 
not the Kings's Minister even to notice it? Yea, it 
is the only thin^ worth a consideration, if the Esta- 
blishment is to have its hearers. — But now, if 
instead of this utter disregard to the previous state 
of a flock, there should be a determination to 
correct what appears to be an evil, and some pa- 
tron, who has been offended at the " puritanical" 
views and the " cant" of his clerg'yman, should vow 
that he would never again sutler that parish, over 
■which he has the control, to fall into the hands of 
such a methodist — *' as a Gentleman of Reading," 
who has lately taken up the defence of the Church 
(alas! my Lords, what an auxiliary!) would no 
doubt say; and if any of your Lordships, when 
appealed to by the patron, or in any way called upon 
to decide, should neither be able nor willing to plead 
the cause of the " evangelical" flock, what happens? 
I need not pursue the case any further, to con- 
vince your Lordships that the parish, as far as the 
Church is concerned, will be broken up. The new 
minister will, no doubt, gather up out of the ruins 
of the congregation a new one; few in number, but 
steady hearers, strong supporters of the Church, and 
determined opposers of all " new lights :" but were 
it not better by far to have sent a minister with the 
same religious views, to carry on the affection which 
the flock had conceived for the Church ? I say not, 
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my Lords, that the new minister, sedulously disw 
charging' his duties, ou^ht to be deserted for his 
lack of spiritual knowledge j but he will be deserted j 
and that is the case which your Lordships and all 
patrons have to deal with : and yet, strange as it 
may be to say, never yet has a Minister of State, in 
giving away a Crown-living, taken this view of 
the matter at all. Never, I believe, Mas there an 
instance of a Lord Chancellor, or a Prime Minister, 
entering into the theological view of the case, and 
distinguishing between the two widely different 
modes of feeding a 6ock. I for one do not expect 
a Statesman either to understand or to appreciate 
tbisasa " religious" question. In matters of theolo- 
gical faith the ignorance of our great men is asto- 
nishing; but I do expect your Lordships to under- 
stand the merits of the case at least. But cannot 
the Statesman see, and cannot your Lordships see, 
that the Evangelical Clergy are invariably, in the 
hour of danger, the firmest supporters of the Church ? 
and they have the most powerful means of support, 
ing it, for they have the veneration of a religiously- 
disposed people. Do not your Lordships know, and 
see, that they are the loyal men (I say not exclu- 
sively); that they are the men to raise their voices 
against the inroads of Popery, and the alienation of 
Church property, although they possess but a very 
small share of it j although, 1 mayadd, they arealraosl 
excluded, by tacit convention among your Lordships, 
from having any share in it at all. Where do you 
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think will be found the Minister and the flock who 
will step forward in the g;reat crisis, and iaterpose a 
barrier of strength against the enemy coming- in 
like a flood ? Behind some sequestered hill where 
the steeple of the village church alone announces 
to the passing traveller that there are inhabitants, — 
remote from public view, except when he comes 
forward to pour out in heartfelt strains the interest 
he takes in the kingdom of Jesus, at some Bible 
Society or Missionary Meeting, — dwells the man 
on whom alone your Lordships could depend upon 
to rally round the standard, bearing the motto 
of " Church and King." With his little flock, a 
score of which would be worth a host of your for- 
malists, and make their chivalry to skip, he would 
say to the advancing enemy, in a voice of authority, 
and an air of enthusiasm, if you please, stand back, 
and defile not the vineyard of the Lord. The 
evangelical flock would be the true resource in the 
hour of danger, if even, like a Zwingle, it were neces- 
sary to buckle on the carnal weapons of warfare. 
Believe me, my Lords, believe the voice which now 
speaks, but which you will never know, except as 
the voice of one crying beware, that your strength 
lies in filling, if you can, the Church with Evan- 
gelical Clergy ; appointing as many as can be found 
to the parishes you may have in your patronage. I 
have no uncharitable feelings towards the other 
class ; they are good and conscientious men ; but I 
do not believe it hath jileased the Lord to show them 



the spirituality of his everlasting covenant, and they 
cannot preach what they do not feel nor know, I 
can appreciate their learning and their amiahle 
qualities, my Lords, as I can those of many of yoiir 
Right Reverend Bench, but I plead in behalf of 
the service of the tabernacle, and in behalf of the 
people, who in many districts are perishing, as far 
as the Church is concerned, for lack of knowledge. 



§4. 

On the due administration of the Sacraments, 
especially with reference to Baptism. 



Your Lordships can only be accountable for the 
exercise of your own patronage, which forms but a 
very small portion of the whole, and I merely en- 
treat you to look upon the Evangelical Clergy, and 
the still more numerous Evangelical flocks, when- 
ever you have a living to bestow; but when the 
clergy are Ktationedin your respective dioceses, and 
you are called upon to act as overseers of them and 
their flocks, you have the whole matter of ecclesias- 
tical discipline in your control ; you have the power 
of calling upon your Clergy " to rightly and duly ad- 
minister the Holy Sacraments;" andyourLordships 
will find that in very few instances are they 
rightly and duly administered, according to the 
Canons of the Church. This is more particularly 
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the case with reference to Baptism. Is Baptism a 
Sacrament of less importance or solemnity than that 
of the Lord's Supper ? Are not the two Sacraments, 
to which our Reformers reduced the seven of the 
Komish Church, of equal necessity and efficacy? 
Why, then, should there he such a neglect in admi- 
nistering' the one, whilst due attention (outwardly 
at least), is paid to the other? When a pa- 
rishioner, however careless he may be, is reminded 
from the Altar that his annual period hai arrived 
for receiving " the most comfortable Sacrament of the 
Body and Blood of Christ," he straightway begins 
to think of making some sort of preparation: if even 
he delays to the end of the week, he will not pre- 
sume to join in that ordinance on the Sunday, with- 
out some serious exercise more than ordinary ; but 
when he has an infant to be brought to Christ's 
Holy Baptism, although he is called upon to pray 
that God would grant his Holy Spirit to that infant, 
what heed does he give? what preparation does he 
make? He prepares, if he can afford it, a great 
feast for his friends, and they drink and are merry 
with him. He does not take his infant into the con- 
gregation, but he procnres the willing Clergyman 
either to go to his house and join his festive board ; 
or if the walls of the Cimrch delight them more, he 
arrives, or perhaps sends his wife and her friend 
a/ier Divine Strcice is over, and the heedless few 
stand near tlie fount until the impatient Vicar or 
Curate reads the service. The incredulous parents 
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are then to go home, believing that by the magical 
operation of a little sprinkling of water the infant is 
regenerate! Now, my Lords, although it may 
shock your orthodoxy to hear it, I affirm that the 
infant in that case is not regenerate, according to the 
true interpretation of the Liturgy; for the framers 
of the Liturgy went upon the principle that the 
child to be baptized should be the child of holy pa- 
rents, and that the prayers should be prayers of the 
faithful. " Ye have bi-ought this child here to be 
baptized," says the priest to the listless Godfathers 
and Godmothers J " ^e have prayed that our Lord 
Jesus Christ would vouchsafe to release him of his 
sins, &c." But if the people present were to turn 
around and speak the truth, they would say, " Reve- 
" rend Sir, we have never prayed at all. We have 
" lookedtotheefficacyofyourceremony. TheChurch 
" undertakes to regenerate the child." "This," the 
Minister might answer, "is the Roman Catholic doc- 
" trine, but not ours. The Church of Rome professes 
" to undertake salvation for her members, but we, the 
" Reformed Church, hold out no hopes of spiritual 
" blessings, except to the spiritually-minded : if, 
" therefore, ye have not prayed, I dare not pronounce 
" your child regenerate, for we have no such virtue as 
" this in our rites and ceremonies : besides, ought 1 to 
*' tell you (the faithful Minister might continue) that 
" if you visibly press with your teeth the elements of 
" the Holy Sacrament, you have the spiritual bless- 
"ings conveyed in the very administration ? Nay, 



" but only wlien you eat and drink of those elements 
"worthily." But the infant is passive, and whatcan 
the most fervent prayer effect? "Jesus, seeing yowr 
" faith, will regenerate your Infant by his Holy 
" Spirit ; but if ye pray not, how can ye believe that 
" he will be mindful of his covenant ?" The prayers of 
the congregation will avail ! " The congregation has 
" departed from the sanctuary, and yon and I are left 
" to receive this child into the congregation of Christ's 
" flock, without any flock to be witness!" Now, my 
Lords, I do afBrm that the manner in which one of 
our Sacraments at least has been administered, has 
done more to set up Baptists and Anabaptists, and 
Dissenters of all descriptions, than any other abuse 
of ecclesiastical discipline ; for who can believe in 
baptismal regeneration when it is thus admi- 
nistered ? The highest Churchman that ever pro- 
fessed to give the Holy Spirit, by the lifting np of 
his hand, would never persuade me that this child, 
under those circumstances, was regenerate, and, 
therefore, unless I meet with a Minister who 
preaches a regeneration yet to be effected, I go to 
where that doctrine is preached, and I become an alien 
to the Established Church. In this manner it hath 
come to pass that Calvin's view of infant Baptism, 
which he admits ought to be administered according 
to Christ's institution, is generally received, viz. that 
Baptism is only an outward seal*. Your Lordships 
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may say, and truly, we cannot make parents and 
sponsors pray with the spirit and with the under- 
standing : no, my Lords, but you can order tlie " 
Clergy of your respective dioceses to baptize only 
in the face of the congregation, and add that so- 
lemnity to the ordinance which your pious prede- 
cessors insisted upon. You can make the one Sa- 
crament appear as important as the other in the eyes 
of the community : and if you do not insert a saving 
clause in the Liturgy (for I see great inconvenience 
in that), you can cause it to be understood by the 
people, that if they prepare not themselves for that 
holy Sacrament of Baptism ; if they offer not up 
the prayer unfeigned, they have no well-grounded 
promise that their infant is regenerate : and what 
parent, if these things were so set before him, who 
would not yearn over his offspring, and cry day 
and night that his child might be regenerate in 
Baptism ? or, in other words, that the seeds of a 
spiritual life might be sown in the tender soil of its 
infantine breast. 

The objection which some, to whom prayer is al- 
together irksome, make to this ancient discipline, 
is not worth attending to. They say it makes a 
service, already too long, still longer. The Evening 
Service, when the Baptisms would generally be per- 

Baptismo tantum obsignari, iinde sequitur noD prfcciae nee aim- 
pliciter esse neceasarium . . ent tamenadmiiiifitrandus ex ChrUti 
ioatitulione. — Ex. EpUl. J. Calvin, dal, Geneva, 24 Junii, 
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formed, is not long', nor it it necessary to baptize 
infants every Sunday, except in populous districts, 
and in them, why not use a Wednesday or a Friday ? 
Arrangements might easily be made, which would 
take away all pretext for objecting: but the best 
answer to the objectors is this, — that wherever the 
system of baptizing in the midst of the congregation 
has been adopted, the congreyalions have increased. 
Butonewoi-d as totheSacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
A conscientious parish priest cannot, as the law 
stands, do his duty at his own Cora muni on -Table; he 
is enjoined by Ecclesiastical Law to withhold the Sa- 
crament from any notorious liver, who may present 
himself at the Lord's Table j but if he obeys that 
canon he falls a victim to the civil law. Now, as 
the Church does not compel any one to come within 
her pale, she ought, I think, to have the power of 
dealing with those who voluntarily come within, so 
as to prevent her holy ordinances from being pol- 
luted. Are there no means of adjusting this 
matter ? Shall a Clergyman be left to defend him- 
self in a civil action for defamation of character, 
because he cannot bring witnesses into a Court to 
prove his parishioners' moral turpitude, which all 
his parish is convinced of? Why not give him an 
appeal to an Ecclesiastical Synod of the parish, or 
Archdeaconry ? but, however it may be, not to 
allow the civil law to stop the operation of our 
wholesome Ecclesiastical Statutes. These are the 
things, my Lords, when talking of commissioners 
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and temporalities, " that ye ought to have done, 
and not' have left the other undone !" I know se- 
veral pious Clergymen, who have left the Church 
(I blame them), on account of their inability to 
enforce this part of the Church's discipline. 



§ 5. 

Visiting Preachers desirable to be appointed in each 
Diocese. 



The Church of England has suffered from no- 
thing more than from thewaiatofinsjiertion over the 
indifferent and immoral Clergy, and of encourage- 
ment by the presence of superiors to the active and 
the truly godly. Whatever may be a man's self-de- 
votedness, however disinterested his labours, he 
likes to have his exertions appreciated, if possible, 
by those under whose authority he may be sup- 
posed to act : yet your Lordships are obliged 
to pass by the neglected parishes of your dioceses 
without offering a remedy, and to leave the 
pious humble labourer in the vineyard without 
one single look of approbation, or so much as to 
say, " the Lord be with thee!" The suffragan 
Bishop would supply much of this defect, but his 
occasional presence, and the scanty means he would 
have of ascertaining the real state of a parish, will 
not be sufficient. Your Lordships know that the 



life of the Wesleyan system is the change of preach- 
ers; and you may also know, that the "missions" 
in France, and in other Roman Catholic countries, 
are the most effectual means employed by the 
Church in keeping alive the interests of their reli- 
gion. The missionaries or preachers are generally 
of some monastic order — often Jesuits or Domini- 
eaDS. They go from one district to another, preach 
a sermon, and pei-form a solemn mass, and then 
erect a cross as a monument of that place having 
been visited by the " mission." No parish priest 
finds this an inconvenience, or an intrusion ; on the 
contrary, it is an encouragement to him, and a 
strengthening of his hands. But, my Lords, I 
neither propose to have itinerant exciting preachers, 
nor yet to adopt the Wesleyan system, by takin|f 
away the pastor from his flock ; but I think I can 
suggest a plan to your Lordships, which will com- 
bine the advantages of both, without adopting the 
evils of either. In every diocese let there be se- 
lected six preachers, or visitors : if they could be 
taken from among the prebendaries, or any other 
dignitaries, so much the better; but the first quar 
litication should be, to preach with energy, unctiony 
and feeling. I would have those preachers to di- 
vide the year and the diocese ia such a manner as 
to afford four estra sermons per annum to every 
parish. Notice should be sent to the Rector, Vicar, 
or Curate, to inform him that the extra preacher, 
under the authority of the Bishop, or his suffragan, 
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had llie intention of preaching in liis Church, 
naming some week-day in preference to a Sunday, 
and the evening in preference to the morning. At 
the same time he should offer the incumbent his aid 
or counsel in any matters relating to his parish or 
parishioners. The Rector, or Curate, should not be 
bound to admit tlie extra preacher into his parish j 
and a list of the recusants should be returned to the 
Bishop, who might adopt any other means he 
thought fit for ascertaining the cause of such refusal, 
I cannot but think that every good and active cler- 
gyman, who could show a well-attended church, 
would readily admit the extra preacher; and al- 
though some might refuse without any good reason, 
those would soon wear out, and at future ordina* 
tions, candidates for holy orders might be made 
aware of the Bishop's intention. By a system like 
this, my Lords, it would be impossible for a parish 
to remain long in a bad state. The people would 
be delighted, and look forward with pleasure to the 
return of the season when the visiting preacher 
should come^ they would feel that they were not 
forgotten in the Bishop's palace, and that the se- 
cluded parish was marked in the episcopal plan of 
the diocese. I do not know how to enumerate the 
advantages, the encouragement, the interest, which 
this would afford, both to the priests and the flocks. 
But, my Lords, the preachers must be godly men, 
— men not blind to the feelings and demands of the 
English people, — men who could sing a hynm, or 
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say an extempore prayer, if need so require, with- 
out shaking the powder from their heads with horror 
at the very idea, — men who will not be scared by 
the name or tlie thing of " a conventicle," nor disdain 
to preach the word in a barn, or a workhouse. 
Let the visitors, on their return, give an account to 
your Lordships of every parish and of every minister 
they have seen, — let them, like Paul and Barnabas 
returning to Jerusalemj relate what great things- 
the Lord has done by tliem among the parishes j 
and will your very Lordships refuse to rejoice ? Let 
them relate how they have found a Simon Magus, 
and how they opposed him by their authority; and 
let them tell how a certain Philip preached Christ 
to some out-of-the-way people, who had never 
been to Church. Here woiild be a synod for you, 
my Lords; and how delighted the people would 
be to read the transactions of such a spiritual 
assembly ! This very thing would diffuse life 
throughout our languid system. It is the want of 
organization that ruins us, my Lords, and it is the 
perfection of it that upholds the Romanists. Even 
the Wesleyans, with their annual conferences, have 
the advantage of us. Your Lordships have no 
connexion whatever with the flocks of your re- 
spective Dioceses : you never impart, except by 
an occasional confirmation, a particle of your apos- 
tolic benediction : as the matter now stands, my 
Lords, could you but see and know the state of 
many of your Parishes! Clergymen going on fi'om 



36 

otie year to another, in a careless, listless dischat^e 
of their duties, or perhaps in a manner disgraceful 
to their profession. You have no complaints from 
the parishioners, because they do not like " to turn 
informers," but they quietly desert the Church, and 
erect a meeting-house. If your Lordships think 
this picture is exaggerated, I will tell you what I 
could do to embellish it still more: I could set you 
down in a part of England which I happen to know, 
and bidding your Lordships look to the East and to 
the West, and to the North and to the South, keeping 
within a circait of twenty miles, I could thus 
enumerate — a Rector, with a living of not less than 
£800 per annum, where he resides three months in 
the summer, having another living in London j the 
remaining nine months served by a Curate in con- 
stant danger uf being arrested for debt. A Rector 
at law with his parishioners, and for their editicatitHi 
constantly alluding to the subject in his sermons, 
and preaching at the most refractory of his tithe- 
payers, A living served by a Curate who appears 
once a week, the Rector being in gaol for debt, 
that same Curate having another living, at which 
he does not reside, but caries on a Chancery suit for 
the recovery of tithes. A Rectory which has not 
seen its Rector for upwards of twenty years. A 
parish recently left by an incumbent over head and 
ears in debt, who has taken refuge in another living 
which he had in reserve in a remote part of Eng- 
land, A Rectory lately escaped out of the hands of 



a reverend inali, who for three years previous to his 
death (occasioned by intemperance) was in a con- 
stant state of intoxication ; his Bishop either not 
knowing, or not caring for the same ! These, and 
many more, I could enumerate; not in my fancy, 
iuy Lords, but in deed and in truth. Perhaps if 
the Bishop of the diocese knew of these cases he 
would seek to apply some remedy, but many of 
them he knows not. Now he might know them, 
and, what is more, prevent or remedy them, by the 
six Preachers, and at the same time confer some 
spiritual gift upon the poor souls of the parishioners. 
In general, my Lords, when I see a church 
nearly empty, and a large meeting-house standing 
close by it, I conclude, as I find I may do with 
every probability of being correct, that there is some- 
thing wronger defective about the Parish Minister: 
that he has not the power or the will to inspire his 
flock with any regard for the Church or her doctrines. 
If, on the other hand, he has zeal enough to attempt 
it, would your Lordships say, as a Bishop of great 
name now on the bench once said to a clergyman 
asking him to license a building for a Chapel of Ease 
in a remote part of his extensive parish — I will con- 
sider of it f Consider of allowing a Minister of the 
Gospel to preach the Gospel to the poor! " The place 
mightbeaConventicle." Aye,there'stherub ! If the 
Estabhshed Clergy would have their prayer meetings 
during the week, especially in agricultural districts 
ajid boroughs, they woidd not see the Wesleyans steal- 
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ing away their congregations, as they do. Give 
me ii clergyman, niy Lords, who will sing byiuns 
and pray extempore, if he feels his heart so dis- 
posed, and who will assemble his flock in his own 
hired house as often as he finds it to be for edifica- 
tion. Conventicles! meUiodistical clergy! new 
lights! Oh! these words have nearly ruined our 
Zion ; and if the odious meaning continues to be 
attached to them, it will send all our flocks to the 
meeting-bouses. 

But I forget : we have, thank God ! some, I may 
say many, who will hold " conventicles," who will 
enter into the spiritual wants and feelings of the 
poor flocks, who will not fly in the face of your 
Lordships' orthodoxy, but will preach and teach 
the Gospel at all events. And, my Lords, with all 
due respect to your venerable persons, allow me to 
ask, have you eyes, organs, senses, dimensions? 
Let the Lord Bishop of London, with all his right- 
angled zeal, look through the metropolis, and mark, 
the crowded congregations, — then let him go to the 
churches and chapels, where he may observe a thin 
and languid assembly j always excepting a few 
fashionable haunts, where people go to do anything 
but pray, — and his Lordship will find that the 
crowded congregations are for the evangelical 
preachers, and the thin ones for the orthodox gen- 
tlemen, however learned they may be, yea however 
eloquent. The multitudes will be found around 
[Daniel Wilson], Baptist Noel, Thomas Dale, Henry 
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Blunt, — Beamish, Dr. Thorp, aiul whom know I? 
The empty pews will be foimd aromid the orthodox, 
whose names I will not compare, for fear of doing 
mischief. Bat, my Lord Archbishop of York, it is 
much more striking in the agricultural districts of 
your extensive province. The Yorkshire former 
will not even listen to a dry orthodoxy. They 
know they must not steal ; they are aware of the 
Christian code of morals ; they believe the Apostles' 
creed, and they never doubted the Athanasiaii ; 
but they want (to use their own expressive language) 
they want " to get good" at the mouth of the 
preacher. They want to have their hearts warmed 
in the cause of the Gospel, and when they find not 
the subject of their *' warmest likings" in the 
Church they erect a meeting-house ; and thus it is 
that your grace is surrounded by such dense masses 
of dissenters. 

1 have ventured to say these things to your Lord- 
ships, — using great freedom, I confess, and much 
plainness of speech, — ia the hopes that you may be 
induced to turn your attention to the internal disci- 
pline of the Church j that, in the midst of the tempo- 
ralities, you may employ a portion of your valuable 
time in attending to the spiritual wants of your 
dioceses. It is not two or three conspicuous acts of 
severity towards your defenceless Rectors, or your 
poor Curates, that will effect the business, — ^your 
Lordships should look to the whole system : and, 
allow me to observe that, a due regulation of, and 
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attention to, this intRrnal discipline, will alone 
prove the means of rendering- tlie Church efficient — 
puttings down dissent, and more firmly rooting the 
Church Establishment in the esteem and affections 
of the people of England. 

Take no more alarm, my Lords, at the increase 
of " Evangelical" Clergy, and Bishops ; and if you 
chance to hear of a Dean, or an Archdeacon, "of 
that way," rejoice, I pray you, in the fact. I 
would not ask you to offer premiums for Clergy- 
men of any peculiar description, but promote the 
"Calvanistic Clergy," if they are to be so called, 
among the rest ; fill your pulpits, if you can, with 
men who both know how, and have the will to 
preach j let the word be heard with power, and let 
the doctrines of grace and the Holy Spirit's influence 
to create anew, be made known to the people who 
are longing to hear the truth. If the people de- 
manded any thing wrong you would at once refuse ; 
but they ask not to be set free from the restraint 
which Christ's doctrine imposes, but rather to be 
put the more under it ; they do not desire to lower 
the standard either of doctrine or practice, but to 
raise it higher ; they not only wish to hear of 
morality, and a creed, but of holiness, and of Christ 
crucified : and why should your Lordships, or the 
statesmen, turn away your faces from their reiterated 
demands ? 

I will not now enter upon the Irish Church, but of 
this 1 am sure, that, if the points of discipline which 
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I have now pointed out, had been attended to half a 
century ago, very different would have been the 
state of thiit distracted country. There would not 
have been 860 parishes to fall victims to the relent- 
less hands of a priestly faction, nor would one coarse 
man have become the tyrant of our legislative as- 
sembly " by merit raised to that bad eminence." 
We should not have seen the King's ministers 
trembling at his nod ; nor should we have heard the 
Leviathan of infidel legislators daring the House of 
Lords to stand up in defence of the Church of 
Christ. 

But, my Lords, you or your predecessors have 
much to answer for, in allowing either Lords or 
Commons to make ecclesiastical laws. You ought 
to have assembled yourselves together, and to have 
said — " we are the persons to he consulted on Church 
matters : yon shall neither lay hands on a Bishop, 
or a Diocese, or a Parish, without us;" and ^ou 
would have had the people with i/ou. But now you 
have to stem a torrent which threatens destruction 
to the Establishment, which has already carried 
away the outworks our ancestors deemed im- 
pregnable, and is now ready to overwhelm the 
citadel. Get ye up, get ye up, my Lords, upon the 
towers thereof; sound an alarm from the raidst of 
the Temple; and there is yet a hope, (for this 
people is a religiously disposed people,) there is yet a 
hope, "that peace and happiness, truth and justice, 



42 

religion and piety, may be established among* us for 
all generations" : which is the earnest prayer of. 

My Lords Archbishops and Bishops, 

Your obedient humble servant, 
A LOW CHURCHMAN. 



THE ENB. 
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